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PR E FR 


\ V 7 HENEVER an author takes upon him to 
8 make a ſtricture upon the behaviour of any par- 


ticular member of the community, he ſhould be 
5 . cautious in his manner, and guarded in his expreſ- 
ſion; he ſhould totally diveſt himſelf of all prejudice and 
rancour, and, in ſhort, be maſter of a clear head and a good 
heart. 


But if this caution is altogether neceſſary to be obſerved 
towards the leaſt important member of ſociety ; it is Nil more 
abſolutely requiſite to be maintained, when perſons of the firſt 
rank, and of the greateſt abilities, are the ſubjects of our in- 
quiries, or the topics of our converſation; when the actions 
of miniſters, or the behaviour of kings, are become a matter 


of national ſpeculation. 
hl B 


For 


[ vii J 
The only eiclte the author of this reply can plead, for 
thinking ſuch a piece worth a ſerious anſwer, or any anſwer 
at all, i, His fear 'that any one perſon, among the ſcanty 
number of his readers, ſhould entertain the leaſt opinion of 
the trath of his aſſertions, or the fpirit of his criticiſm. He 
iP &ofiviticed that the” narrowneſs of the tranſlator's circum- 
ſtances, or poſſibly the want of a dinner, might be a material 
inducement to undertake his facetious performance ; and, con- 
cious how finall ; a right he has to make obſervations | to the 
lifadvantage of. any 1 man' $ reputation or underſtanding, the 
public are here preſented with a few remarks which naturally 


* 281 
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occur on his own. 
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LE EE. 


A Fu Lb 
VINDICATION, &c. 


N the Proſecution of my Deſign 1 ſhall follow the 
Tranſlator's Method of criticifing as nearly as poſ- 
ſible, and introduce my Notes variorum, critical, 
hiſtorical, moral, and political, with as much Freedom, 

but with a little more Manners; and, in order that 

Readers may entertain a clearer Idea of this redoubted 

Performance, I ſhall make my Remarks on as many of 

the Tranſlator's Notes as are worth any Notice, leav- 

ing the Public to form their own Opinion of the 

Whole. mn e 

| C Our 


[ 70 ] 
Our accurate Author opens his accurate Performance 
upon the Firſt Paſſage of Mr. Pitt's Letter, which he 


has thus verſified: 


DAR SIR, 


[1] Having found with Surpriſe, that my late Reſignation 
Both in Manner and Cauſe, by Miſrepreſentation 
Hath been groſly abus'd ; that his Majeſty's Grace, 
Which follow'd, /pontaneous, my quitting my Place. 


C — wi "de 


That 


[ 1 ] The Tranſlator has made 


Four amazingly ſhrewd Obſerva- 


tions upon the words * finding 


„with Surpriſe, „ Reſigna- 
© tion, © groſly miſrepreſent- 


tranſlated vcyant a. mon. grand 
elonnement, to be ſure, is very 
pertinent and pretty—He judi- 


ciouſly aſks, how a French or 


Dutchman dare / tranſlate the 
Writings of a Britiſh miniſter ? 
—Etonnement, he ſays, not only 
iwplies a Turbulence of Paſſion, 


but a Diſorder in the Under- 
ſtanding ; whereas Surpriſe only 
means the gentleſt Emotion of the 
Heart—What a ſweet Definition 


tion, of Surpriſe, and how great a 
„ ed,“ and © ſpontaneous.” ' His 
Ridicule upon the firſt being 


Pity that it is not juſt !—lt is 
really a very ſurpriſing Affair, 
that a Man of our Critic's Saga- 
city ſhould be ſo much out in 
his Firſt Remark. Why, Mr. 
Tranſlator, Surpriſe is the Won- 
der that ariſes at any unexpected 
Circumſtance ; and, ſo far from 


being the gentleſt Emotion of 


the Heart, if you look a little 
| 5 back 


* ] 
| That the Reader may have a till better View of the 
Tranſlator” 8 Intention and Alnlities, I ſhall take the 
Liberty 


back in the Roman Hiſtory, you 
may find ſome Inſtances where 
People have died of Surpriſe— 
But, even allowing your Defini- 
tion juſt, do you really think 
there is any thing very witty in 
this Firſt Obſervation? For ſhame, 
for ſhame! get a little more 
Senſe, and read the Dictionary. 
COMMON SENSE. 


Refnation he is very merry 
upon—But a Serjeant at Arms 
would-be the propereſt. Perſon to 
make a Criticiſm on his Expreſ- 
fions—He fays, he hates the 
Word; and that it was a malig- 
nant Faction at a certain Board 


that forced from his Majeſty's. 


Councils the only Perſon capable 
of directing them; that compelled 
him to quit the Service of the 
Public— What Reference this 
audacious Aſſertion has to Mr. 
Pitt's Letter, requires no great 


Penetration to find out, and tlie 
greateſt of his Enemies muſt own 
it inapplicable in every reſpect 
But to our Author's Knowlege 
of Rhetoric, and Loyalty to his 
Sovereign, if he was acquainted 
with the Figure Pleonaſmus, or 
had that. proper Veneration for 
his King which fills the Breaſt of. 
every honeſt Briton, he would 
find, that forced from his 
«© Majeſty's Councils the only 
« Perſon capable of directing 
ce them; that compelled him to 
56 quit the Service of the Public,” 
was as rank Tautology in Rhe- 
toric as it 1s impudent to infinu- 
ate the Service of the Public, and 
the Councils of the King, are 
not one and the ſame Employ- 
ment. His Majeſty's Councils 
are alone directed for the Good 


of his People and aſſiſting in 


his Councils is the Service of the 
Public; but if the Gentleman 
really 


L 2 


Liberty of giving 


the whole Letter of Mr. Pitt ; 


that 


from Mr. Beckford having only employed a few trifling 
Criticiſms beneath the Notice of a Schoolboy, and which 
every Perſon of common Underſtanding need only read to 


deſpiſe. 


really thinks them incompatible, 
the Conjunction az, in the Place 
of the Second that, would have 
been a little more grammatical, 
and have cffeQually anſwered tus 
Intention. 

Pal n 


Groſly miſrepreſented.] He is 
very pleaſant in this Place; he 
cries out, What Ideas! In theſe 
Two Words he (Mr. Pitt) proves 
his Integrity, juſtifies his Con- 
duct, and vindicates the Con- 
ſciouſneſs of his own Worth — 


The Tranſlator muſt give me. 


Leave to cry out, What Expreſ- 
ſion -. My dear, dear Sir, would 
not the ſingle Word Integrity have 
anſwered all the Purpoſes of the 


remaining Endeavour at a deſpi- 


cable Climax? Would you your- 
ſelf have ever doubted his Worth 


or his Condud, if you were ſa- 
tisfied of his Integrity! But, af- 
ter all, what do you mean by 
the pretty puerile Obſervation ? 


I dare fay you think it quite cle- 
: yer now. - 


 PuBLiIc REMARK. 


Spontaneous.] Why, Sir, what 
are you about ?—Your own De- 
finition of this Word ſhews, that 
Mr. Pitt uſed it very properly ; 
and ſhall I beg to aſk you, Where 
is the Difference, when à Prince 
confers a Bounty, between the 
Munificence of his Nature, and 
his natural Goodneſs, in reſpect 
to the Obligation — Why, Sir, 
after this, I would not truſt you 
to write an Advertiſement for a 


Chandler's Shop, or make a ſingle 


Paragraph for the News-paper. 
„„. 


The 


[23 ] 


The next Lines ard: 


FE 


Hath been ſlander'd moſt baſely, and vlely Pervertel 
To a Bargain, for having the Public deſerted; 
The Truth of theſe Facts IJ am forc'd to proclaim; 


And the Manner, no Gentleman ſurely will blame. 


The Truth of what Facts? The Tranſlator can 3 
ſuppoſe Mr. Pitt would acknowlege the Juſtice of the Ac, 
cuſation, or publicly confeſs how well the Inſinuations of 
his Enemies were grounded; as Faigard fays in the Play, 

c that would be rather too much upon the Brogue; 77 


* the e feel has Ok no No Aer i 


— I. 
. of» „ & ve *\ # 


7 raduced as a MF: The 


Obſervation on this Paſſage has 
no other Foundation than a ſcan- 
dalous Aſſertion of. its being an 
infamous betraying Bargain, and 
an Iuſinuation to the Prejudice 
of his Majeſty's Juſtice. and Ge- 
neroſity: An infamous Remark 
which, in m- Opinion, Aden 
be burnt by t 
man in the Author's Preſence, 


In n Original, * Manie : 
which I am ſure. no Gentleman will 
contradict.] The Author is very 
ſmart upon this new Mode of 
Expreſſion. This eontradicting 
a Manner, as he calls it, without 
recollecting that ſo trivial a Cir- 
cumſtance is rather an Eſcape of 
"Genius than an Ignorance of 


e common Hang- Language; and that had he gone 


to School in the Days of Dr. | 


with his Ears againſt the Pil- - Buſby, he would have received a 


lory. 
Jus ric. 


D 


ſevere Diſcipline for ſo puerile a N 
Criticiſm. WxEaTM. SCHOLARS, . 


tion 


4 J 


tion in this Place. Now had our wiſe Tranſlator only 
witten it it, . 


The 2 bole f 4 Story. T 44 ale proclaim, 


it would have ſaved him from falling into ſuch Error, 
and done e well in a Doggrel Compoſition — But to 
—_ 3 


That I and the Council were of diff rent Opinions, 
Ol. Importance to Britain, her Crown and Dominions. 


L123 


Though the Doer into Rhyme has candidly declared the 
Mieaſure to be Doggrel, that does not exempt him from 
the Neceſſity of writing a little ſmoothly; and I ſhall 
ſubmit it to himſelf, whether he does not imagine the 
Reading of the Firſt of theſe Lines would have been a 


little more proper, as well as a little more caſy, by this 
| Tranſpoſition: vi 


That the Gd and I were of diff rent Opinions: ; 


it kt have been thin a Little more modeſt too ; for I 
preſume he won't take upon him to aſſert, that Mr. Pitt 
would ever put himſelf before the Council upon any 
Occaſion, eſ pecially i in a Letter that was ſubmitted to 
the general Inſpection of the Public. | 


Regarding 


Dis. 
Regarding the Meaſures we ſhould take againſt Spain 
| (Yet, pray, my dear Sir, underſtand what I mean); 


here too the Word & zeps, in the Place of Meaſures, would 


have been conſiderably better. 


I wonder the Gentleman 


never counts the Syllables upon his Fingers, or conſults 


his 8 in the N of his Numbers. 


Not founded on what ſhe may now be 3 
But what ſhe has done, was my Cauſe for deln. 
Lord Temple and I ſubmitted in Writing, 

And 8 855 by us both our Project for HINGES: 


Lord Tonple. This Remark 


our Tranflator mentions with a 


merry Strgke of Satyr againſt the 
Printer's Boy, for not putting 


his Lordſhip's Name in capital 
Letters. 
and what a Pity the ſucceeding 
Part of the Note ſhould be ſpoiled 
by Falſhood and Preſumption ! 
Why, Sir, you yourſelf, had you 
been a Miniſter of State, could 
Not have made ſo great a Blun- 
der as to deſire your moſt humble 
Sentiments ſhould diveſt your 


Monarch of his Privileges, tho 


How ſmart and clever! 


poſſibly you would neither have 


been honeſt or generous enough 
to draw them up with an Inten- 
tion of ſerving your Country; 


and the Words, We Submitted 


in Writing, and figned by us, 


the greateſt Torturer of Syllables 
exiſting will allow, might very 
naturally, in the Warmth of a 
Man's Heart, paſs unnoticed oc 
unperceived ; and your Remark 
on the Infignificance of Lord 
Temple deſerves no other Re- 
ply than a Horſewhip. _ 
THE AUTHOR, 


'This 


1 16 
This is worſe and worſe: Why, my dear Mr. Bays, 
ean you pretend to give Immortality by ſuch Lines as 
theſe? Why, Sir, they are as much below Doggrel, as 
that is inferior to Heroics. O for ſhame, Man! count 
your Syllables. 


But as the whole Couneil againſt us combin'd, 
On the Fifth of this Inſtant the Seals I reſign d. 


Ay, and a very prudent Reſolution too; fince you 
have made the Council enter in :o a Combination againſt 
them, like the Journeymen Cabinet-makers for the raiſ- 
ing of their Wages: O Mr. Tranſlator | Mr. Tranſ- 
lator ! : 


That I might not hereafter for Meaſures be try'd 
Which I was not allow'd any longer to guide, 


Moſt gracious the Marks of the King's Approbation, 
© That follow'd, not went before, my Reſignation. 


JJ -v: - nble- 


— — 


Which I was no longer.] Here Difference of Opinion was the 
our Author begins to be witty Cauſe of his Reſignation ; and, 
again. The Right Honourable in this Place, he tells us, that he 
Gentleman, in the preceding Sen- reſigned the Seals in order not 
tence of his Letter, ſays, that a to remain reſponſible, &c.— 
| | | Pray, 


Ea 

Admirable indeed ! Why now I think Mr. Pitt is really 
obliged to the Tranflator in this Place for the beautiful 
IIluſtration 797 went before. How tortunate it is that 
the Publication of that Gentleman's Letter gave Birth to 
a Piece of Criticiſm ſo maſterly and accurate] For the 
future, be it known unto you, ye formidable Compilers 
of Magazines, and ſelf-applauding Writers in the Two 
Reviews, that to follow, is not to go before; and that 
what does not go before, muſt neceſſarily follow); or, in 
ſtill humbler Engliſh, in the Idiom of proſaic Doggrel, 
muſt conſequently go behind. 


No Merit I boaſted, no Penſion 1 crav'd, 
Yet with Pride from the beſt of all Sov'reigns receiv'd: 
For the Honour of Truth I theſe Matters explain. 


— Muſt I ſtill put our ſpirited Bard in mind of writing 
ſmoothly ? It is very hard that theſe Gentry claim the 


—_ 


Pray, where is the mighty Incon- it? And ſhall I aſk this elaborate 


ſiſtency of all this? Was he not ac- 


tually made reſponſible far Mea- 


ſures he did not approve, by that 
very Difference of Opinion, if he 
had kept his Office any longer ? 
and would any Man in his Senſes 
have taken upon himſelf the Con- 
ſequence of a Reſolution contra- 
dictory to his own Sentiments, 
and which might poſſibly ſubject 
him to the ſevereſt Account, or 


could Mr. Pitt have honeſtly done 


Tranſlator, what Secrets Mr. Pitt 


has revealed? - He did not approve 
of certain Meaſures, and publicly 


mentioned it---A mighty Diſco- 
very indeed --- Riſum teneatts 
amici? IMPARTIAL REVIEW. 


Followed my Reſignation.) TI is 
and the following Remark are 
below Contempt, and conſequent- 
ly Criticiſm. TRUTH. 


E Privilege 


(38 } 


Privilege of being dull, and yet are ſeldom muſically fo. 
The 1 by itſelf, in the Middle ot this Line, to be ſure cuts 
a fine Figure, and reads very prettily : Would not this help 
it a little, Maſter Tranſlator ? 


For the Honour of Truth theſe Affairs I candida; 


and then go quietly on with your next: 


Nor any Man's Confidence wiſh to regain, 

Who, with a Credulity weak as unjuſt, 

Can ſuſpect one of baſely betraying his Truſt, 
Who long ſerv'd his Country with Zeal and Succels, * 
And rais'd her to Glory from Shame and Diſtreſs. 


Here the very Want of a Rhyme obliged the Author 
to ſpeak the Sentiments of his Reaſon, in Oppoſition to 


his IIl- nature and Appetite ; 


juſtly ſays, Truth will out. 


but, as the old Adage very 


Who juſtly the Candid and Upright reveres, 
But the Baſe and Capricious nor values nor fears. 


= 


Kind Friendſhip]. The ſaga- 
cious Remark upon this Paſſage 
is nothing more than a deſpicable 
Sneer at one worthy Man's hav- 
ing a difintereſted Eſteem for an- 
other, and nothing in the leaſt 
pertinent to the Subject; though 


we have an imaginary Specch at 
the Concluſion of it, which the 
Tranſlator has inſerted with a 
View of leſſening the Underſtand- 
ing of Mr. Beckford, and to ar- 
rogate a high Opinion of his own 
Abilities. | CANDOBUR.: 


Nene I dare 


9 ] 


I dare affirm then he has no very high Opinion. of our 


ad beg, my dear Sir, my beſt Thanks you'll receive, 
For all your kind Friendſhip, and always believe, 
| That I am, &c. &c. &c. 


| Thus have we gone thro" his elegant Berbenmange, in the 
Criticiſm of which, if my Readers ſhould imagine I have 
done him too much Honour by a Repetition of it, I muſt 


only beg they will be kind enough to conſider, that with- 


ments of the Integrity, of the 


Two Gentlemen I have under- 


The Firſt Comment upon Mr. 
Beckford's Letter only ſerves t- 


prove, that Fifteen Aldermen an 
Nineteen Common Councilmen 
do not make up 6000 Citizens— 
What an amazing Underſtanding! 
how deep a Penetration With 


equal Propriety the Gentleman 


might have ſaid, that the Two 
Houſes of Parliament did not 


conſtitute the Reſolution of the 


Kingdom, becauſe they did not 
conſiſt of the Body of the Peo- 
ple. But as the reſt of theſe 
Remarks. are too trivial, too de- 
ſpicable, to take up the Atten- 
tion of the Reader, being no- 
thing more than Sneers at the 
Expreſſions, and not Impeach- 


taken to vindicate, I fanſy the 


Public will readily excuſe a Re- 


petition of them, and join in an 
Opinion, that the III- nature of 
this Tranſlator, this Pretender 
to Judgment and Criticiſm, is 


equal to his Ignorance in the 


Execution of a wretched Piece 
of Scurrility, written probably 


with no other Intention than the 


Hope of a few Shillings, and a 
Readineſs to abuſe the Characters 


of Two Perſonages, as eminent 


for their Integrity, as diſtinguiſh- 


ed by their Abilities. 


ALL Tue WoRLD. 


out 


[ 2 ] 
out wading thro'- the Mud of his Tranſlation, there was 
no Poſlibility of ſhewing him truly contemptible, or re- 
futing the infamous Falſhood of his Notes with any De- 
gree of Propriety. I ſhall now proceed to make ſome 


general Reflections upon the Whole, in which I ſhall en- 
-deavour - 


| To extenuate nothing; 
Nor aught ſet down in Malice 


} 


GENERAL 


7 
2 


NN 


REFLECTIONS. 


EITHER the ridiculous Ambition of appearing 
| in Print, nor the idle Expectation of triumphing 
over a Writer with whom I ſhould bluſh to contend, were 
the Motives of troubling the World with this Reply : A 
Regard to Truth, and a Principle of Juſtice, are my only 
Reaſons for delivering my Opinion to the- Public, or vin- 
dicating a Character, which has been a long time the uni- 
verſal Admiration, from the virulent Attacks of an ano- 
nymous Scribbler. 5 | 

In the general Reflections of that Author, he ſays, that 
as the Right Honourable Gentleman has appealed to the 
Public, every Member of that Public has a Right to de- 
liver his Sentiments in his own Manner. I am ſorry that 
I am under a Neceſſity of blaming this Gentleman's Me- 
thod of declaring his; and am almoſt convinced, he is 
the only Perſon in the Kingdom who would publiſh his 
Opinion in a Method fo extraordinary, ne 


F I ſhall 


— - — — — . 


; 22 } 


I ſhall not at preſent enter into a tedious Diſcuſſion of 
the many Thouſand Things which have been faid on both 
Sides, and with which the Public is already well ac- 
quainted ; I ſhall only beg Leave to obſerve, that the Eng- 
liſh Nation has received many Inſtances of the great Abi- 
lities and unſhaken Fidelity of Mr. Pitt ; and whatever 
Doubts a few weak Minds now entertain of his Integrity, 
they are only occaſioned by the diſappointed Views and 
malicious Infinuations of his Enemies, who hoped to ſee his 
Reſignation attended with different Marks of his Majeſty's 
Notice and Attention. 


Was there a Poſſibility for a Miniſter ſo juſtly idolized 
by the People to be influenced by Venality, or biaſſed by 
Corruption, there have been Circumſtances where he 
could have made his Reſignation more conducive to his 
Intereſt, and where the Situation of the national Affairs 


had concealed his Motives from the Public. 


It may be further obſerved, that, was his own private 
Emolument the principal Object of his Conſideration, that 
very Reaſon would have prompted him to comply with 


the Meaſures of the Court, by which he had a fairer 


Opportunity of enriching himſelf, and aggrandizing his 
Family in the Employments he poſſeſſed, than he could 
poſſibly foreſee in reſigning the Seals, and accepting of a 
Penſion ; and it is but a very ungrateful Return for all 
the Obligations which every Member of the Community, 
as an Engliſhman, has to Mr, Pitt, to dwell with a male- 


volent 


L-45; ] 


volent Satisfaction upon any Circumſtance that may ſeem 
to make againſt him, 


If in the Manner of his Reſignation there was any 
thing which carried the Appearance of Impropriety, we 
ſhould rather throw a Veil over one Error in the Behaviour 


of a Man to whoſe Virtues we are fo highly indebted for 
our preſent Reputation. 


Men of the greateſt Abilities are yet no more than 
Men, and, as ſuch, are liable to Miſtakes; and as the 
ſormer Part of Mr. Pitt's Conduct has often demanded the 
united Thanks of all the Corporations in the Kingdom, it 
is a little cruel to condemn him ſo haſtily for an Error, 
if it be one, which we have more Reaſon, from our 
Knowledge of his Generoſity, to believe might be the 
Effect of too warm a Solicitude for the Intereſt of the 


Public, than the Conſequence of a venal Inclination to 
deſert it. 


But how baſe is his Conduct who delights to take 
every Opportunity of vilifying his Name, or accuſing his 
Underſtanding, from the Readineſs of Prejudice to be- 
lieve any Charge againſt the one, and the Blindneſs of 
Ignorance to hear any Impeachment of the other? A 
trivial Overſight in a grammatical Correction ſhall raiſe a 
voluminous Pile of Scandal againſt his Judgment ; and a 
Diſinclination to Juſtice ſhall endeavour to ſtab his Re- 
putation : Every little Twelvepenny Retailer of Falſhood 

ſhall 


2 


[24 1 
ſhall think himſelf licenſed to vend 'his Scurrility, and, 


what is more to the —— of Society, ſhall practiſe it 
with Impunity. | 


Happy, perhaps, for the Generality of theſe Authors 
that their Pieces never come to the Knowledge of his 
Friends, or, it they do, are too contemptible to be no- 
ticed ; but the preſent Performance contains many Arti- 
cles of ſo flagrant a Nature, as to call out aloud for Juſ- 
tice to redreſs. The Tranſlator of this decent Piece has 
not only blackened Mr. Pitt with Crimes the moſt grating 
to a generous Mind, but abſolutely ſneers at the Privy 
Council of the Kingdom, and has the Inſolence to inſi- 
nuate a Circumſtance that derogates from the Goodneſs 
and Juſtice of his Sovereign. 


The Name. of a Right Honourable Nobleman is pub- 
licly mentioned in a molt contemptible Manner. in his 
Notes; and ſeveral Paſſages may be found in ſome Parts 
of them, that, in my Opinion, amount at leaſt to a Li- 
bel. The neglecting to puniſh Offenders of this Kind is 
an Encouragement of their Crimes; and, while the Laws 
are thus violated by the infamous Publicurions of neceſ- 
ſitous Scribblers, every Day will increaſe the N ns of 
literary Aſſaſſins. 


Suppoſing that Mr. Pitt had actually declined the 
Service of the Public, which he might do from ſeveral 
Ger Motives than a ee to their Intereſt, dees it 
1:20 follow 
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follow that his Name is to be gibbetted up in every Window 
like a Malefactor's; or, if he has a particular Friend, that 
this Perſon, for that very Reaſon, ſhall be treated with Ri- 
dicule and Contempt? As an Engliſhman, he has a Right 
to Juſtice; as a Gentleman, to Decency ; and as a Mem- 
ber of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, to Reſpect ; in- 
ſtead of which, ſhall every little Scribbler without * 


Name preſume to vend his Load of Virulence againſt 


the Honour of his Family, and the — of his Cha- 


racter ? 
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